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PaiLAMLrmA, AprlK, 1874
TheHmm Committee on Naval Affaire, Congressman

Whltthorne Chairman, lett Washington for this city at

Bine o'clock to-night and will meet at the Glrard
Bouse to-morrow evening to begin the Investigation
iBto the affairs of the Philadelphia Navy Yard alluded
to In the Hwuu> of the 28th of February, In which a

mmmary was given of some of tho disgraceful (acta
rhich awaited the Committee. Deputy Sergeant-at-
Arma Donovan to-day arrived from Waahlngton, with

mbprnnas tor soma fifty witnesses In the city. The
U»t will ts supplemented day by day with sueh ad¬

ditional namas as the coarse of the inquiry may re¬

quire.
WBAT WILL BB BROWS

The committee propose to take testimony touching
the general mismanagement of the Navy Yard, tho
frauds In contracts of various descriptions, tho negli¬
gence of offioers to attend to. their duties, the employ¬
ment of extrs hands In elsction time, ha But the
specific object of their Inquiry will be the olreum-
stances attending the removal of the old Navy Yard to

League Island by Nathaniel McKay, tho contractor

against whom charges of gross frauds were published
iD th* h**au> Ib February, on the allegation of per¬
sons in this city alleged to be thoroughly familiar with
tho facts.
Mr. McKay was this evening served with s subpoena

In this city, and ho will be the first witness called
before tho committee when it begins its work to¬

morrow.
Below Is given s brief summary of tho anbstaaoo of

the testimony which will be heard before the Commtt-
toe la tho order m which It U likely to bo elicited:.

M'KAY'S OOXTSACTS.

First, testimony relating to the obtaining ofcontracts
by Nathaniel McKay, m addition to tho evidence of
Commodore Preble and Isaiah "»"¦

token privately by the Committee In Washington, and
tbeoflciai records of the Navy Department, five wit.
****** Lave been summoned to appear to-morrow

Who, It Is alleged, win prove that McKay's oonlracU
wore not only obtained by the exercise of improper in-

finances, but wars also fraudulent In themselves. Times
witnesses see the foUowiag:.John Blot, a wall known
contractor sad politician of tho elty; John W. Lynn,
n shipbuilder on the Delaware; Edward Hartt, Naval
Constructor atfPblladslphia Navy Yard; Clark H. Wells,
Commandant of tho Navy Yard, and John Cochran,
one or tho contractors who unsucoessluliy bid .g».n.t
McKay. The contracts or McKay Inclndod $6,000 tor

removing the ordnance department to League Island,
$42,000 tor removing the oonetrnction department,
$$6,000 for removing the ehip houses and $16,600 for

removing the engineer's department.
From the outset Mr. McKay has boasted that It

would be useless for anybody to attempt to bid against
him ss hs had tbs wbols Navy Department st Washing¬
ton at his back and lha contracts would be swarded to

him no matter what the competition. This bad the
effect Intended, and to make the thing certain McKay
went systematically to work to buy off
soch bidders u seemed likely to prove
troublesome. With John W. I.ynn he made
s contract In writing, promising to give him
t certain percentage on the gross amount of hie (Me-
Kay's) contract, on condition of his agreeing not to

Bid against him. This Mr. Lynn, regarding competi¬
tion at any rate useless, accepted; bat McKay, as

.ooa aa he had the terms In writing, abandoned bis
srlglnal intention of bidding for the work as a whole,
ind pot In proposals by departments, as specified above,
»y which means Lynn received a percentage on the
kids (or the construction department only. At the
same time he mado overtures to other Philadelphia
parties, who bad the facilities for doing the work and
were known as probable bidders; and to Mr. John

Rice, who bad received the contract for removing
the walls o! the yard, he made a proposition to

pay $20,000.$5.000 in cash and the rest In instal¬

ments, but Mr. Rice, having obtained his contract

through political influence of as potent a character aa

that wielded by McKay, telt that he was seenra, and
refUsd to sell out.

As to the fraudulent character ol the contracts them¬

selves, testimony will be adduced to show that when
the contract for removing the Ordaaaee Department
was awarded for $0,000 everything bad already been

removed with the oxocption of two or threo wheelbar¬

row loads, while tbe contract for removing the ship
booses was awarded to McKay tor $35,000, in spile of

the tset that Charles Martin and William H. Simpson,
of this city, had offered for $28,000 to do the same work,

rnacocutxr accnox ma

Second Is the testimony relating to fraudulent pur¬
chases at tbe government auction salea There are a

host of witnesses to be examined. The principal ones

wilt be Samuel C, Cook, auctioneer; William ltow-

botham. Assistant Kosineer of the navy; Hannan

Newell, Assistant Chief Rngineerr; Peter Black, of
Na 207 Columbus avenue, Boston, forsman for McKay,
.nmerons naval oflieers and other employe* of the yard
They will testify that at the auction tales of superflu¬
ous material at the navy yard daring the months of
the removal tbe purchases were made by a ring,
composed of ReKay and his agents, and that, with

Scarcely an ezoepttoa, the material was knocked down
le him at his own prices la Isolated Instances,
wbert there wss bead fide competing, material was

net sold for say moro than It was worth, and

tbe only effect that this competition bad, therefore,
was to inersass ths cost to McKay. It will b# Is evl-

denco, if allegations am trna, that at ths nsetion

McKay instructed his employes is collect the round

ship kaece, Ac, that ware lying about tbe yard and

pile tbem with tbe eempemUvely worthless staff pur-
taaasd st ths suction salsa, aad that is this way large

amoants of government property «u openly «ol«n by
McKay.

THBTT OV SAW MATBBIAL.

Third Is ihe taatimony routing to the theft of navy

yard material in proeesa of removal. The men In

charge of the drays which were engaged by McKay to

hanl the government property In the yard to the icows

employed to carry It to League Island will testify that

most of this work was done In tho night time, op to

twelve o'clock midnight, although the testimony of tho

League Island watchman will show that no material
was received alter eight o'clock In the evening They
will also testify that McKay had the lights put
out, so as to prevent the possibility of de¬
tection In his stealing, and ordered his team¬

sters to haul Indiscriminately to his own scows

and the scows employed by Reynolds, the coadjutor
and private agent of McKay, for the removal of the
material purchased at the so-called auction sales, and

to the scows of McKay employed for government ma¬

terial. This was made worse confounded by the fact

that the contracts made with the draymen placed them

under the orders of Reynolds as well as McKay, and

they did not know at any time which was

their master. This fact aroused their suspicions
and made tbem naturally Inquisitlvo as to

where the material was going, especially as

the Queen street warehouse, In which a large amount

of the so-called auction material was stored, was easy
ol access by drsyage through the front yard of the

Navy Yard.in tact, only a few blocks off. They found

that many or the scows went up to the Queen street

wharf, where a special drayman employed by McKay,
Hugh Patton, previously a boatman under the recom¬

mendation of Councilman Owea P. Kaney, of the

Third ward, and also an euployd of McKay Inside
the Navy Yard, was engaged In hauling valuable ma¬

terial to the Queen street warehouse.
TBST1UOKT Of WATCHMS*.

Three of the watchmen employed, one at League
Island and two others at the eld Navy Yard, appointed
by Commodore Preble by reason ol their faithful ser¬

vice and honorable discharge from the marine service
and since discharged by orders from Washington be.
cause of their efforts to perform their duties In pro¬

tecting the property of Uncle Sam, will testify to the

landing of government property, comprising iron bars,
copper and other valuable material at the coal
wharf adjacent to the oil works at Qreen-
wtcb Point, a half way stopping place, Instead

of being landed at their destination, League Island, by
the scows In the employ of McKay. Thts material,
which Included Iron, copper, brass, ho, was hauled by
the way or Mifflin street back again to the city, and

placed In the Queen street and other bonded ware¬

houses. They will also testify thak their efforts at

League Island to protect the government property Has
overruled by their Immediately superMF offloers under
the direction of McKay. In one case the watchman at

League Island was obllgsd to draw his musket upon
McKay to reeist the wanton destruction ot government
property by the latter and his agents. He thus alone
subdued the belligerent propensities of McKay, but his
removal soon after followed by orders from Washing¬
ton, as was threatened by McKay at the time. The
evidence of these watchmen will show, besides tho

stealing, the wanton destruction of government prop¬
erty In its removal from the scows at League Island,
where tha material went to; another sat of dray,
men who will testify to having been employed
by McKay and Reynolds to cart brass In large quanti¬
ties from the Queen street depository to Clyde's line
on the wharf, above Walnut street, for transportation
to New York; long bar Iron to»_tbe Beading Railroad
depot, at Front and Willow streets, an/other valuable
material to the depot of the same company at Fifteenth
and Callowhill streets Witnesses will testify that
while the amount paid in purchases of ship knees by
McKay amounted to over $100, thousands ot

dollars' worth are stored in different portions ot the

southwestern section of the city, and witnesses will
also testify that at the time this valuable material was

sold for a song. ? ship load of rotten ship knees from
Orvllle Grant was reoeived at League Island, and upon
the timber master refusing at first to receive it, be¬
cause of its condition, he was threatened with ven¬

geance at Washington, and was obliged to rocoive Ik
OU1LTT ssowlbson a WASHISOTOX.

In addition to the testimony bearing directly upon
the actual stealing of McKay, there will bo witnesses

to prove that from first to last he was In perfect har¬

mony with the department at Washington through
Hanscom, Chief of the Bureau of Construction, and

that Secretary Robeton exercised a greater Influence
than either Commodore Preble or Commandant Wells.

Neither of the lattor, although well aware of what was

going on, dared to interfere, and although on one occa¬

sion Captain Wells did have the courage to order out the
marines on him wnen he refused to stop work on a

contract that had been annulled, ho had his bills

passed by Naval Constructor Hartt, and the department,
as McKay has slnoe boasted, paid thorn over the head

of Wells. After the removal of Commodore

Preble, McKay openly bragged that It had
been done through bis influence at Washing¬
ton, and threatened a like fete to anybody
who should dare to interfere with him. The secret of

this intimacy will be disclosed to the committee by the
records of contracts, auction sales, he., fer which they
have issued sobpauas, and they are already in posses¬
sion of the facts of Robeson's private visit to McKay in

this city on the 7th and Sib of March, whoa arrange¬
ments were made to fix up certain papers In view of
the approaching Investigation. .

TBS PAKT MAT XAXDALL PLATBD.

When McKay entered upon bis contracts be in¬
tended to bring his working force from New Tork and
the East, but, as be has himself acknowledged, Con¬

gressman Randall fought htm so hard that he bad to

give it up and employ such men as Mr. Randall recom¬

mended. There will bo numerous witnesses before
the oommiltee to show that, while proteasing not to

know McKay or to have any Influenco with him, a note
from Mr. Randall was Invariably an "open
sesame" to tbe contractor's payroll, and that when an

applicant for work h»d been turned away by his fore¬
man, en stat tag to McKay that Randall had seat him
he was Immediately offered a position. Names and
dates also he furnished tbe committee, showing the

intimacy existing between the Navy Department and
the democratic Congressmen, and proving bts agency
In stocking tbe yard with extra hands at election
time

XBOueaxcn or ths watt tauo officios.

The testimony touching tbe negligence of the Nnvy
Yard officere will be full and explicit. Some of these
are known to have been directly in the pay or McKay,
and others wera to Influenced by ble unnnl thrent that
he wonld have them sent to sea that they did not dare
to report what they knew. There will bo wltaeenea to

prove that lie nent baskets of wtne to certain officers
as acknowledgment of their services, while to Naval
Contractor Hartt, as already recorded, bo presented a

handsome watch. A witnese wnnled te borrow govern¬
ment wheels and asked Boss Draymen Ford, employed
by the government, for permission to aso. On# wheel
had no tire, and ford said, "Come, III not Marti, the
nasal constructor." The witness bed mads apronosi-

Hon that bo would hare them fitted out at hla own

expense. They went to Hartt's office. Ford called the
witness in and asked Mr. Hartt II he could have the
loan of the wheels if he would have them repaired at
his own expense, llartt said "Yea" Then llr. Ford
said the tire had dropped olT, and it could not be found,
and he told Hartt be thought Mr. Reynolds, who^was
present in the office, must have taken it. Merit
replied, "Ford, go up to tbo Qneon street warehouse

and see if It is in Reynolds' pile of old iron
and you needn't look very sharp if you don't see it at
tho top, for fear you see something thcro tbat ain't a

tire," laughing as he said so; they went to Reynolds'
pile and lound the tire; went back and reported;
Reynolds said, "Get a new tire, then, and send the
bill to me," and the bill was sent to Reynolds in Sey-
fort, McManus k Ca's name, who paid it; a bill was

also sent to HariL
There is a large amount of testimony of this kind,

showing the intimate connection among Naval Con¬
structor Hartt, Contractor McKay and the go-between,
Reynolds, all of whom live in the same house, a mag¬
nificent establishment on Gerard street.

THS CATTXLLS IX TUB SAMS BOX.

In addition to the evidence to be submitted to the
committeo in connection with the McKay swindling
important testimony will be produced Implicating
the Cattells in fat contracts, tho profits of which, it Is

alleged, they shared with the Secretary of the Navy,
and it is expected that the operations of Dell, Noblit k
Co., of this city, in the way of furnishing government
supplies, will receive a thorough scrutiny. A subpoena
was to-day served on A. O Cattail, and to-morrow sub-

pcenas will probably be served on the rest
of the Illustrious family. The committee will
bo in session at least a week, and before
they go to Brooklyn, which will be the next point
of investigation, they expect to have all the bottom
facts in the partnership of Robeson, Cattail A Co.
The committee havo already succeeded In fixing upon
Murtagh, of the Rational Republican, as the con¬

necting link between Robeson and the Naval Ring,
and witnesses are to be examined befbre them by
which thoy expect to traco the dividends directly into
bis hands. Before the committee left Washington
they Issued a subpoena for one Snyder, who is

AM OLD BSXXT OF BOBMAB WIARD.

and who has hunted him so persistently for the past
six months that be was compelled to leave for Yoko¬
hama, on the pretence of instituting some expert-
menu for the Japanese government. Within the past
month Snyder has made his peace with Robeson, and

is now, It Is said. In the pay of the "Ring" to keep
qttiet His story is in the heads of good witnesses,
and it will bo shows, it is stated before the committee,
tbat the Congressional civil appropriation for
Wlard's experiments In reality was pocketed
by the Secretary himself, and the actual teat
of the "gun bursting" defrayed from the
resouroes of the department This Congressional
Committee will also take up an Investigation which
was commenced by a board of navy yard officers just
previous to McKay's commencing his operations last

September, and which was suddenly stopped Just as

the Board were obtaining a clew. It relates to the

mysterious disappearance from the yard of two new

copper pipes and the pumping machinery of the
steamer AntleUm. They wero nearly traced to Rey¬
nolds, when he Issued the threat that be would send
tho most inquisitive member of the Board to sea if the

investigation was continued. The Engineering Depart¬
ment of the navy yard appears to have been
the only one over which McKay did not

obtain supreme control, and the result
was tbat Chief Engineer Newell was, llko Commodore

Preble, relieved from duty at League Island. His racy
correspondence with the Navy Department respecting
McKay's attempted Interference will bo called for.
About four weeks ago McKay, finding tbat the commit¬

tee were hot on hla trail, mode strenuous efforts to

dose the avenues of information, and wrote numerous

lettors Insidiously Indicating his desiro to make every¬
thing all right with his recalcitrant employds, The

following is a copy of a letter sent to a boss drayman
at the navy yard

No. 1,110 Omakd Strut, I
ruiLADBLTHU, March 11, 167ft. J

Dxar Sir.Will 70a please Mod me by return mull
tbo names of all your draymen employed by me at tbe
navy yard? Yours, NAT McKAY.
Tbls letter, it is needlesa to say, elicited no rosponse,

and when an acquaintance of both parties, meeting blm
on Chestnut street the other day, asked him whether

bo bad ever received any response to this letter,
McKay replied, "No, damn him; but I'll get along
without blm."

Hoatsox rsBCBOM »¦ oonmma.

Secretary Robeson arrived In this city to-day and
took rooms at the Continental, but did not register
bis name. Tbe clerks, however, admitted his presonco
In the hotel and said that he went In and out at tbe

private door and saw nobody except In his own apart¬
ments. When the subpoenas were served on McKay
and Reynolds tbls evening they seemed to be ex¬

pecting the snmmens and were aware el Robeson's
visit

TOO MUCH MARRIED.

AA&XSTXD rox DISORDERLY conduct axd
COMMITTED FOR BIOAMT.

On Thursday evening Officer Kitser arrested Charles
Rupp and John Bothman lor acting In a very dis¬

orderly manner in front of No. 236 Frost street, Wil¬
liamsburg. Yesterday morning both men were ar¬

raigned before Justice Obcrmer, and Rupp was dis¬

charged ad he said be won only on a lark with Botbman.
lioibman then claimed that be only wanted satisfac¬
tion Irom the man who resided lu the bouse in (root of
which be was arrested for living wrongfully with bis
first wife. Tbls plea did not avail blm, and I10
was tonleaced to twenty-nine days In Jail (or a Is-
turblng me peace. Mrs. A malic Botbman then
stepped forward aud accused him of bigamy, presented
in support of ber charge articles of separation between
nun and herself dated April 30, 187A, on account of her
alleged misconduct, and a certiflcato of bis marriage
wiib one Minnie Hensil by Rev. F. Koerner, of Hi.

Haul's Lutheran church, W illiamsburg, dated May 31,
18"6. When interrogated Boihman said that William
B>«'cbel, the lawyer who drew up tbe articles of sepa-
ration, told blm he was divorced and could marry
again, and he bed done so, bm that when hia new wile
had read the papers in (ho morning alter ha married
ber »hi! ran sway, and be bad not seen her since. Jus-
tice Oberneir tlieu deeming (be case of more import¬
ance man oneol disorderly conduct, issued a commit-
ruent lor his examination on tbe cbargo of bigamy lor
tbe 18th inst

POOLS ON THE UNIVERSITY RACE.

Comparatively few pools were sold or betting done
last night on tbe Oxford end Cambridge regatta, which
akes place to-day. Tne latest betting Irom London
being so much In lavor of tbe Cambridge crew threw a

damper on tne pool selling end betting up town, as lew
were willing to give odds demanded, and tboee anxious

to bet on Uxford could not get as good odda aa they
thought Iheinsoives entitled 11. A few auction pools
were sold at Thomas', No. 1.23U Broadway, at tbe odds
of 100 to AO on Cambridge. French pool* were aoid
both at No. 1,239 Broadway aud at the Turf Exchange,
in Wast Tweniy-eigfaih street. Tbe pool* sold at toe
lortner place were thirty on Oxford egainet forty on
Cambridge, and at tbe latter place twenty to thirty on
Oxiord. Pools will be sold up to ten o'clock this
morning.

FALL FROM A WINDOW.
Caroline Uabel, four.years old, fell Irom tbo tap floor

window of the flva story house, No. M Willot street,
and waa fatally injured yesterday eitei aooa.

WASHINGTON.
Peculiar Interpretation of Justice

by Mr. Page, of California.

THE INTEREST OF THE INDIAN KING.

Rumor of Bristow's Resignation Among
the Gossips and Lobbyists.

IN EXPLANATION BY SECRETARY ROBESON.

General Meigs at Issue with a

Moth Exterminator.

FROM OUR REGULAR CORRESPONDENT.

Wasuimotox, April 7, 1876.
REPRESENTATIVE PAGE AND HIS IMPERTINENT
QUESTION.THE WITNESS REQUIRED TO TELL
WHO EXPRESSED THAT VERY NATURAL OPIN¬
ION.A PICAYUNISH ATTEMPT AT RETENGE.
Congressman Page presented his case to the lull In¬

dian Committee this morning; but, notwithstanding bo
bad concluded to drop tbo matter yesterday on the ad¬
vice or the other members, to-day it was decidod to give
tbo correspondent ono uioro chance to reveal business
secrets. A resolution or some similar paper was drawn
up asd offered in behalf of Mr. Page that the correspon¬
dent be requested to give tbo name or the man alloged
to have stated that bo believed, from what ho saw and
heard, that Mr. Pago was working lu the Interest ot
the Indian Ring. In case the witness refuses to reveal
the source of bis information be Is to be discharged
from attendance upon tbo committee. It is said that
Mr. Page was strongly In favor of withholding
the witness foes if the correspondent did not tell tho
name of his informant; bnt Mr. Boone, a fair dealing
gentleman, and ethers were of the opinion that the
witness was entitled to be paid from the date of the
subpoena, and precedents were cited in support of that
?lew.
According to Mr. Page'e interpretation of justice the

correapoudent should be excluded irom the committoe
room during future examinations. To bo consistent ha
.bould exclude the chairman, with whom the corre¬

spondent agrees In saying that extensive frauds have
been committed, and that witnesses should be treated
courteously If they behave themselves and do not
seek by falsehood to whitewash the riug. Mr. Pago
has bad a groat deal to say ubout evidence and law, and
be strongly intimates that only legal testimony should
bo received, such as would be tsken in a regular court
of law, but he has nothing to say of his own personal
violations of all legal rules for conducting an examina¬
tion. Leading questions, irrelevant queries and brow,
beating havo characterized his cross-examination of
witnesses whoso testimony Interfered with the theory
that a man must be pure and good because be was n

friend of Smith, Pol*no k Co. When Mr. Page
found a witness who was determined to tell the truth
as be knew it sod would not quail before Page's
frowns, bo appealed to the committee and argued with
them until tho chairman arose in honest Indignation
sad exclaimed:."Mr. Page, you cannot bully this
committee; witnesses shall be protected sad the truth
shall come out."
RUMORED RESIGNATION Of SECRETARY BK1BTOW

AND A VARIETY OP EXPLANATIONS BY THR

GOSSIPEES.THR OAUSB OP BIS TRIP TO

LOUISVILLE.
Tho lobbies of the House this afternoon and the

hotels this evening were full of the rumor that Sec¬

retary Brtstow bad or was to resign the Treasury port¬
folio In the Cabinet, mM that bis retirement to Louis¬
ville, whither he wenilant Tnsattr wen log, was to
enable him to tender his resignation more gracefully
and with loss embarrassment then would have attended
so ssrloos a step In Washington city. This rumor,
taken lor fa«t by many, was enlarged by the gossip
mongers with an extravagant addition to the effect that
in withdrawing from the Cabinet he was to stand for
the democratic nomination at St Louis. Yetanoiher
version of the matter said that Secretary Brlitow had
taken umbrage at n recent slighting editorial in the
National Republican, which Is looked upon as Presi¬
dent Grant's immediate organ, and that be could not,
consistently with his self-respect, remain In the Cabi¬
net since its publication. Still another version had It
that Mr. Brlstow received an Intimation from the
President that he would be appointed Minister to Eng¬
land, and tnal kb went to Kentucky to adjust his busi¬
ness and domestic affairs preparatory to a long.real-
donee abroad.
On ihe other band, Intiinata frionds of Mr. Bristow

assert positively to-night that thcro is not n word ot
troth in any oftbese reports. They say that he has
gono home to Louisville for a few days' rest, and that
his departure was quite sodden and without premedita¬
tion. It happened in this wise:.About a week ago Mr.
Harlan, bis formor law partner in Louisville, called
upon him at tne Treasury, and during the conversation
Mr. Bristow complained that be was groatly fatigued,
that be had been up early and late every
day. It will be remembered that In the morning
be has been quite frequently before the committees
at the House either as a witness or to be beard on the
subject of appropriations and Treasury business gen¬
erally. At night be baa been pursued to bis boose at
the latest hours on matters connected with his office
At this recital Mr. Harlan said,
"Why not go back to Louisville with me and take

some rest ?"
Mr. Bristow considered a moment and said, "80 I

will if I can got a sleeping berth on the train."
According to the arrangement whlcn was hereupon

cniered Into Mr. Harlan proceeded to New York to
transact some business be bad there, and on

the way back by the Ten nayIvan la Ccntraj
line waa to be joined by Mr. Bristow at Harrlsbnrg. It
so happened, however, that the latter failed to secure

tne desired sleeping berth on the road he first in¬
tended to go West by, and, as a consequence, did not
meet Mr. Harlan until he roacltod Cincinnati. De¬
spatches published here to-day say that Mr. Bristow
reached home yesterday morning. This appears to be
all there is to the resignation, so far as it Is indicated
by bis departure from Washington.
a rnopouTio* to place a majob oenebal

AT THE HEAD OP THE M1L1TABY ACADEMY.
A proposition to transfer Major General Scbofleld,

now commanding tho Military Division of the Pacific,
to West Point, and make him superintendent of that

Institution, is discussed at army headquarters. It is

felt that an officer of tho rank of Major General should be

properly at the bead of so important a military estab¬
lishment, in view not only of the dignity of the station
ltseirbut of the oourtosies its commandant Is under the
necessity frequently of extending to visiting magnates.
The subject has been broached not from any fault with
Colonel Kuger or the present conduct of affaire at West
Point. General Scbofield is one of the most scholarly
officers In the army, aud fully capable of assuming tb#
double part of instructor and commandant.
postal facilities fob the centennial ex*

POSITION.
Mr. Vail, Superintendent of tbe Railway Mall Ser¬

vice, eays tbat arrangements have been made by tho
Post Office Department that all Utters addressed to the
Centennial Branch Post Office will go direct to the Cen¬
tennial grounds. This is intended as an accommoda¬
tion to visitors, so that they can receive their mail
there while visiting the Centennial Kxposit.oq.

GENERAL WASHINGTON DESPATCHES.

WAKHixaTov, April 7, 1S7&
WAB DEPABTMENT EXPENDITURES.OENEBAL
COWAN ON DETECTIVE BELL'S STATEMENT.

THE STOEY OP A MOTH EXTBBMINATOE.A

QUESIION OP YXBACITY BETWEEN TUB IN-

VEHTOB AMD OENEllAL MEIOH.
The Committee on Expenditures in the War Depart¬

ment to day examined General B. K. Cowan, wbo was

Assistant Seerstary of lbs Interior till March 14. Ha
teatifiad tbat ba gave Deiaciiva Bell the card produced
by the Secretary el tbe Interior yoeierday, upon tbe

representation by btm that ba had bee# employed by
"the (oiks at tho White House" and wee entitled to hie

prr dum end allowances; knowing that Bell hail bee#
appointed upon a card from the President be oelieved
him for that reason; witness did not know bow much
bo was entitled to nor did he certify to the accuracy of
the accounts; It was the duty of tho proper officers of
the department to examine into that; Dell said be did
not, under the circumstances, want to tell Barnes,
Chief of the Secret Service ol tho Interior Depart¬
ment, what service ho was performing; witness had
never been spoken, to by the President, Itabcock or

Lackey either shout tho appointment or Bell's pay;
he had not communicated with either of them on the
subject of his appointment or pay at any tune.
Darid Webster, of Concord, N. II., testified that be

came to Washington about tho 13th ol March, 1874, to

sell to the War Department a moth exterminator made
by him; he went with Austin T. Pike, a member of
Congress from New Hampshire, to General Meigs,
Qoartoruiaster General, wbo refused to have any thing
to do with it; Congress had appropriated $30,000 for
the purpose of keeping moths out ol cloth and cloth¬
ing tor the army; witness und Pike went # second and
third time to General Meigs; the third time General
Meigs said the government had becu swindled out of
hundreds and thousands of dollars.$300,000 lust year.
and the stuff they were using was fur¬
nished by Goorge A. Cowlcs & Co.; after¬
ward witness got Representatives Parker, Cragin
and Wadleigh to write a loiter to Meigs, wberoupon
General Meigs agreed to test the merits of the thing;
the preparation wue tested and approved by Captain
Rogers, of the Quartormosler's Department at Phila¬
delphia Arsenal; witness then went buck to General
Meigs, wbo told him that be should have tho contract;
Meigs asked him the price and how much the govern¬
ment would want; witness said ho did not know how
much the government would want, but said he would
not requlro the department to pay for raoro than was

used; witness afterward stated tho price by letter;
Meigs then decided to use It; General Meigs thon asked
him;.
"What benefit will It be to me f"
Witness answered."It will kill your motba "

General Meigs said."Hut how much will you give
me if t put it in general use t"
Witness answered."Not a damned cent, General."
Witness said General Meigs gave bltn to understand

that Cowles Si Co., wno were furnishing the moth ex¬

terminator, wero paying him part of the proceeds;
witnoss said that yesterday bo met a man near Judi¬
ciary square, wbo told him he would do better not to

go before the committee; In the man's band were two
$100 bills; ho did not know the man, but told him that
he wus going to tell tho truth to the committee, and
that he did not want any money ; tho man turned and
walked ofT rapidly; witness followed the man to boo

where he wout, but could not walk fust enough; to¬

day a man by the name of Ingham Coryell camo up
to him In a store on Seventh street; Coryell
is in the Quartermaster's Department at Scveuth
street wharf; Coryell said that up to throe days ago
he believed that Ingalls and others wero In the moth
ring, and that Meigs was tnnoceut; that they had got
Cowlcs & Co. out ol the country to prevent them
giving testimony, but that within thrco days he had
become convinced that Meigs was the corrupt party In
the transaction; witness had not paid money to any
officer, or been asked for any, except Moigs; witness
presented a number of letters to corroboruto his testi¬
mony ; he had never recetvod any order from General
Meigs for the moth exterminator, except one for $100
worth; wltncsa refused to tarnish that amount unless
he could be assured of larger orders, on the ground
that to fill the order would ooat more than It would
come to, bat he offered to furnish It lor nothing, pro¬
vided ho be allowed to pack It in the clothing himself
Quartermaster General Meigs appoarod before the

committee in obedience to a telegraphic summons, and
testified that the statements of David Webster this
morning to the effect that he sought an Interest In bis
moth extormlnator, by suggestion ot any kind that
could be tortured into such a suspicion, were abso¬

lutely false; he said he never told Webster that the
government was swindled out of large sums bocause
the process then in uso was worthless; that he had
never asked him what boneQl the contract would be to

him, and that ho had never asked him how much he
would give him (the witness); be had always consid¬
ered the witness, like many inventors, crazy on tho
subject of his preparation for fMermmating moths;
witness said that Webster had offered to furnish $100
worth of the moth exterminator, provided he bo ul-
lowed to use It himaell; witness declined to permit
him to go into tho arsenal and handle the clothing, be¬
cause be did not know enough about blm; he bad con¬

sidered him honest, but "rather light in the head,"
and had never Inquired into his character; witnoss did
not want outaiders in the arsenal, became It was a

dangerous policy to admit them; witness corroborated
generally the other statementa of Webster from the
record, bat pronounced his charges false In every par¬
ticular.the creation of a very active and imaginative
Drain.

During the time General Meigs was giving his testi¬

mony Webster was walking around very much axcileJ,
leaning ovor the shoulders of members of the commit-
teo and proposing questions, much to the amusement
ol everybody present The witness was askod whetner
he was the means of the adoption of the tioorgo W.
Cowles & Co. proeqgs (or exterminating moths. He
replied that be had opposed its adoption even after a

board of army officers bad recommended its adoption,
but finally yielded to the aocomnlatwn of testimonials
In its favor.
When asked by whose Influence It bad been kept in

nse be replied that George W. Brega and Donn Piatt
were very active in the matter. Witness said the
Cowics process is not now in use, because at the last
session of Congress it was provided In an appropriation
bill that no money should be paid lor the use of any
patent process for exterminating moths or preventing
mildew; thoy now use camphor.
KCBBTABT KOBESOX IS ZXFX4MATIOM OF THZ

accounts of thb urn dzpabtmknt.

Secretary Robeson has formally replied to certain
interrogatories of Representative Beebe, the Chairman
or the Committee on Expenditures In the Navy De¬
partment. Ho says that no time bills, drafts, cheeks,
notes, or acceptances have been issued, made, or given
by or under the authority of the Navy Department or

any of its bureaus or officers, except such drafts as
have been given from time to time, drawn by the pay¬
masters of the navy on foreign stations, in order to

supply themselves with funds for the purpose of paying
the expenses of tbe naval service abroad. Theso drafts
are drawn by the various paymasters stationed abroad
either dtroctly upon tbe department or upon tbe baval
fiscal agents in London, and are drawn at sight or de¬
mand, or at such times as such paymasters may think
best in view of tbe custom ol tbe place whero they are

drawn, the rate of exchange at the time, or the sup¬
posed convenience of the department. They are all,
in accordance with tbe established custom, drawn
upon and paid out of ihe appropriation for the pay
of tbe navy, though It Is not expressed upon
their face. No time bills, drafts, checks, notes or

acceptances have been given la anticipation of or in
advance of appropriations available lo meet tbe same,
though It Is possible that near the end of a fiscal year
necessary and extraordinary expenses might be in¬

curred on distant stations of which tbe department
might not be informed and for wbloe sufficient means

might not therefore be reserved.
After giving further information on this sublect the

Secretary says it does not seem possible to meet the
obligation of the department.namely, to pay accord¬
ing to law until the appropriation Is exhausted, without
at some point nslng the credit ol the government to
cover tbe time necessarily spent la the adjustment of
the accouots and in receiving returns from distant
stations. Such has been tbe custom of tbe depart¬
ment since tbe naval service first existed.certainly
since our fiscal agency was first established
in London, moro than sixty years ago, and the arrange¬
ments with our agents there, at that time and even

since, have been tbo same and have contemplated the
fact of their being at times In advance of the depart¬
ment No drafts have been drawn upon any ofllcer of
tha Navy Dspartmonl other tbaa tbo Sacreiary of the
Navy tinea December 1, lilt, except upon tbe depart¬
ment's fiscal agents in London in accordance with tbe
agreement with them. No commissions have been
allowed or paid on tbo drafts made by tbo Paymaster
Uenoral (Mr. Bradford) rostdlog In London, or other
officers upon tho Heeretary of tho Navy; but
drills drawn by tha paymasters on foreign
stations «n the fiscal sgsnla la tondoa am

liable, undsr tha agraemant with thorn, to a com-

mission not agcoedlhg one per ceit, winch It al¬
lowed and credited in tbe settlement of their neconau
In Ibn Treasery. According lo tho contract of Beilg-
own Brothers, which Is sppeadsd to tha laststory's

letter. It also appears that they allow Interest at tfet
rate 01 Tour per cent per annum for all moneys and
balances of the department so long as the same shall
remain In their hands, and the department agrees to
allow iut«rest at the rale of flv« per ceut on all sc-
counts lor which tho llrtn aro at any time In advance
to the department by reason of the payment of its bills
and drain, ao long and to the extent that they shall
remain so In advance.
Tbo committee will probably summon the Secretary

boloro It to be furthor Interrogated ou the subioct.
ABMY DEMORALIZATION.THE HYSTEM OF

"GREASING*' AH ELUCIDATED BY .HECBETABY

TAFT--GENERAL REYNOLDS* HOUSE AND LOT.
The Secretary of War has reportod 10 the House ot

Representatives, for tho Inlorroallou of the Committee
ou Kxnoudilurcs In the War Department, In response
to the request of tho chairman of that commiieoe (or
all pupcrs and Inlorrnation relating to certain charges
prelerred against Colonel MacKcnzle by Coionef
Reynolds, that tho correspondence between Reynolds
and Mackenzie about corn contracts st Fort Richardson,
Texas, In 1871. mul subsequent charges against Colonel
Mui-Kenzlc by Colonel Reynolds wero forwarded to tbe
War Department by UcneYal Sheridan December 15,
1871, rctnrucd to tbe headquarters of the miliary
Division of the Missouri In January, 1872, bat cannot
now be found. Tbe papers transmitted by the Seere-
tary included Cenerul McCeok's report as special In¬
spector for tho Division of tho Soutn, mndo In Novem.
ber, 1871, and dated San Antonio, Texas. Ho said hit
attention had repoatedly been called to the general
demoralization that existed in the administration ot
the quartermaster's department, and that there was a

system in vogue called "greasing," which meant
no loss than that quartermasters or their em¬

ployes must either havo an interest in contracts made,
or they must bo rowarded by presents ot greater or

less valuo to favor tho recipients of contracts, or act

unjustly toward competitors in order to aocure the
sumo for soma fuvorlte who would consent to resort to
such corrupting and dishonorable practices. lis
slutod, among other things, that Wicher & Adams,
tho lurgost contractors in tho State, presented to Ifrs.
Reynolds, tho wife of Goncral Reynolds, s house and
lot in San Antonio, Texas. General McCook said It
would be interesting to know how muny carriages anf
horses were given to army officers as presents by ell!
zeus engaged in lurnlshlng army supplies; und he com

demned such practices as calculated to bavo a damag
lug influence generally on that branch of the service.
It appears from tbe documents that Genoral Reynolds,
In Docember, 1871, denied to the War Department tbs
truth ot the charges that the public intorests In Texas
had been sacrificed to those of contractors. The Secre¬
tary declined, us General Reynolds requested, to give
tho reason why General Reynolds was relieved of bin
command In Texas, as Information In such cases was

unusuaL
ATTORNEY GENERAL PIERRXFONT AND MARSHALL

O. ROBERTS' CLAIM.
Tho Attorney General to day said that he had seen

stated In the Chicago Titnei that In 1865 he cflectod the
sale or two steamers to tho government for $100,000,
belonging to Marshall O. Roborts, of New York. He
¦ays ho never negotiated or aided In the negotiation ot

sale of anything, slcamor or otherwise, to tho govern¬
ment at any time. That eleven or twelve years ago,
and prior to that time and subsequently, bo was tbo
counsel of Marshall O. Roberts, of New York. In 1804
or 1865, during the war, bo heard that Mr. Roberto
had sold two sicaniors to tho government at a price
fixed upon by an appraisement by Mosos Taylor, Will-
lain K. Dodge and officers appointed by the govern¬
ment. Ho never heard of the negotiation or salo until
Bubsoquent thereto, when be was employed as counsel
to get the purchase money remaining unpaid. Foi
this be received a very moderate lot, and this Is all
that be ovor had to do with the case.

THE CADET8HIP BELLES OF FLORIDA.DAMACH
INO TESTIMONY INTRODUCED.

Tho Civil Service CommlUoe investigating tho ehargsg
against Mr. Porman bad soveral witnesses befors thetw
to-day.

H. V. Cowart testified that Isadora Blumenthal, CoU
lector of the port at Cedar Keye,Wln, told htm that ho

paid Purman $500 "blood money" for bis appointment
as Collector.

Messrs. Kendeg and Pond testified to being present
.when the above oonveraatlon look place between
Cowart and Ulnmeathal and confirmed the statementof
Cowan
George E. Fowler, of Florida, waa recalled and teatl-

fled that Porman said to bin a few days after his
election that It had cost him over $6,000 clear cash to

get elected and be was going to hdve some of thla

money back before be started lor Washington. Pur¬
man said."An old fellow (moaning Slmpktns) ab
Monticello wants a naval cadetsbtp for his son. If he
expects mo to gel a plaoe for his son, the old chap hao
got to pay me for It."
Adjourned till Tuesday next.

THE BPENCKB INVESTIGATION.A LOT OF XlOV
TIVK TMTIMONT.THE EVIDENCE ALL IB.

Tho Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections rs>

samed the Spencer Investigation to-day, when the
cross-examination of lion. Alexander Wnite waa eon*

Inued. He aald the whole object or the Court House
Logislatnre was to seenre tbe fruits of a republican
victory and not specially to secure the election of Mr.
Spencer to the Senate, but that subsequently all of the
republicans were in favor of Mr. Spencer, who received
their unanimous vole.
Governor lYnuington of Dakota, formerly a State

Senator In Alabama, testified that be knew of no cor¬

rupt means used by Mr. Spencer or his flrlends, and
that Mr. Spencer was the unanimous choice of the re¬

publicans. *

JHenry Cochran testified that bo did not vote for Mr.
Spencer as a member of the Legislature, in considera¬
tion or the promise that he should be made Poetmaste*
of Solma.
A sharp colloquy occurred between Gendhil Morgaa

and the witness, tbe latter charging that be (General
Morgan) had been opposed to him ever since he had
been In tbe State and Genoral Morgan denying say pew
sonal hostility toward bira.

M. G. Cantee, an officer of tbe Legislators, testified
that he knew of no corrupt practices la electing Spen¬
cer.

H. R. Myers, now Consul at Hamilton, Canada, testi¬
fied that be secured the appointment of i. £ Mooltoa
aa postmaster at Mobile svalnst Spencer's wish. Wit¬
ness explained a cipher despatch which was sent from
Washington to Moulton, signed "Sachem," telling him
to bring money to Montgomery, aa having hem sent by
hitnael! to secure pavmcnl to Spencer of $2,M0, whicta
spencer bad loaned to Moulton. He knew of no cor¬

rupt practice* to aecure the election of Speneer.
The case here closed, tho committee announcing thai

oonuael would be allowed tire weeks to which In pre¬
pare written argument*.
THE ADMISSION or NEW MEXICO.A FAVOBABLM
EXPORT ANTICIPATED BY THB HOUSB COM¬

MITTEE.
The House Committee on Territories to-day fhrthe*

considered tbe Senate bill for the admission of Mew
Mexico. No final action waa taken, bat the II
were that tbe bill will be reported Cavorebly.

BELL'S TESTIMONY.

THB ETATBMKNT BBOABDIMO TBI MLMOBAFW
OPKBATOB DENIED.

St. Locis, Mo., April 7, U76L
Tne statement mad* somo day* ago by Deteetlra

Bell that Revenue Agent Colony had in his confidenew
or employ an operator la tbe Weelera Union Tele¬

graph office In this city, from whom he obtained
valuable mformatioe regarding the operations ef tbe

Whiskey Ring, has led to an investigation of tbe mat.

ter by the officer* of the telegraph company here-
Mr. Colony anyi Hell s testimony on this point, ag

least, Is false, lie denies ever having had an arrange-
moot with any telegraph operator here and oDbra to
mnko an affidavit to that effect. Inquiry la other di¬
rection* fall* to show that any telegrapher here bad
any coonection whatever with the whiskey frauds or
that any despatches were obtained from tbe telegraph
office here, except under the subpoena dMM leswm
issued by the United Hlatet Court

SECRETARY BRI8TOW.

DENIAL or THB BBTOBT OW BIB BBglONATKM*
wAssuming, Apni r, lira.

A Hbbalo correspondent visited Decretory Bnsiwtl
at midnight In relation to the repert la Washlsgimi
that he had withdrawn from tl
Brlstow laughed on hearing the report
There is not a word of truth In it 1 simply oamofia

Louisville for rest and on private business. 1 dcall
expect to hold office always, but at present haw* ha la-
tennon whatever or leaving the Ooblast- that* ID MD<
truth whatever la the report.


